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A great phiinsopher once =ald
greztness would find A man even
though he lived in a wllderness.
Those coming to the great man's
door would wear a deep path, ace
cording to the phllosopher. The av-
erage ambitlous voung Amearican,
however, Is unwilling to walt for the

path to be worn. In quest of great-
ness, he strikes for the population
centers like New York, Parls and
London,

Miss Belle Johnson of Monroe
City, Mo., did not follow the crowil.
Born at Mendota, IlL, she went to
Monroe City In 1851, and there hung
out a shingle to the effect that she
was a photographer, She was young
and ambitious,

One rarely thinks of n photogra-
pher In a smaull town as being on the
high road te fame, but that didn't
worry Belle Johnson, Town Loost-
ers sald Monroe City would grow.
It has grown It has 2.000 popula-
tlon, according to town boosters. Are
cording to the cross-my-heart Ng-
ures of the census of 1910, it has a
population of 1,949,

Yet Belle Jolnson, pholographer
In her little town, i more famous
than many Monroe Clty folks who
went to New York and Paris years
ago. In fact, she hns appeared in
those big cities and has won medals
for her remarkable work Here's
the story of how she won her lnu-
rels as written by one of those who
contributed hid part toward wear-
ing the path to her door after read-
Ing that she was famous all over the
photographic world for her cat plc-
tures.

When Miss Johnson started in har
little country town she learnad that
some things are harder to photo-
graph that others. She learned that
old people were harder to photo-
Eraph than middle-nged ones, That
5, It was harder to get thelr nat-
ural expression.

“All right,” sald Mies Johnson,
“I'll photograph old people.”

After speciallzing in old peopla
awhile, ghe had experlence with
bables. Bables are very elusive to
photograph, They will laugh and
coo and do anything cute as long as
there I8 no camera about, but the
instant an attempt Is made to pho-
tograph them they hegin to ey
hang their heads down and dn all
the things bables are not supposed
to de.

“T'll photograph bables" sald Mlzs
Jolinson,

That made two specialties, One
day A girl came to her studlo with
a kitten. She wanted to be photo-
graphed with the kitten in her arma
That presented difficulties becauss
the cat would not be still
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Right there Miss Johnson began
to speciulize In cats. ' In faet, any-
thing that was hard to Photograph
became Miss Johnson's forte. - She
Wanted to do well anythiog anvona
else had hard work delng. Animal
photography s hard, so she has
worked hard at photographing all
kinds of animals. Her pletures of
kittens have won her the most
fame They have been exhibited
both In Amerieca and In Eurape and
have won medals at many exhibits,
She Iz the holder of thirty gold and
sllver medals f{rom photographie
exhibitions and conventlons for dif-
ferent kKinds of photography.
REMAINS WITH
SMALL TOWN FRIENDS.

In 1906 her work was selected by
the Natlonal Photographers' Asso-
ciation of Amerlca for the position
of honor In the salon.

After she had begun to be well
known she was asked Why she did
mol open o studle in a larger place,

She was told she would win fame
In New York qulekly. S€he has re-
fused to leave Monroe City, how-
ever. There she won her first suc-
cess. There she has her friends and
there she Is happy

Her only venture outside of Mon-
roe City Ig a studio she has opened
in co-partnership with Roy Mooss
at Pittsburg, Kan. Of course, Misa
Johnson's work ia not exclusively
animal plctures. Her real work |s
portraiture. The pholographing of
cats and othor animals Is a side llne.
She has venturad into difficult fields
because It Is interesting.

Some anlmals are easy to photo-
graph. Cats, howaver, nre difficult
subjects because they will not “look
pleasant.” To get a kitten (n the
attitude of fightink or playing re-
quires long effort. Like children,
kitlens always want 1o do some-
thing you do not wish them to do,
They insist on sleeping when one
tries to take a plcture of them
awake, and they Inslst on chasing

ISS BELLE JOHNSON,

photographs of cats

taken by her and collection
of her medals.

around when you wish to get them
nElenp,

Cats will not argue a question,
They do as they please without dis-
cussion. That Is why they are so0
difficult to get in pleasing postures,
Much money has been spent on cnl
photography by fanclers. Many
Pholographle plates have [been
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Belle Johnson, Whose Home Is in a Town of
Only 1,949 People, Wins International Fame

Through Specializing
in One Line of Phe-
tography.

tnok befors them., One cat Is in-

terested In the book, the otheér one
wants to sleep loth of them, how-
ever, have their gaze turned toward
the book just as though they were
rending and looking at the pletures,

In taking such plctures the average
photographer falls becauss |t s
impossible to get the cat Lo center its
attentlon on the pictures. The pho-
tographer who wins In centering an
unintellectua)l animal’'s attention on

pletures leaves the realm of com-
mon photographers and enters the
rank of artists

It is easy to get a grown perann
to lonk at a hook

ANTIMALS CANNOT
BE REASONED WITH.

“All you have to do Is to say,
“l.ook at the book.,"” The cat, how-
ever, has to be {nterested in another
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rulned because the cat changed Ita
position just before the plcture was
suapped,

To succeasfully photograph anl-
mals they must be worked with an
though they werse human. Thair
lkes and dislikes must be taken Into
consideration In order to get the
proper pose. Lighting speed cam-
erps also are needed to bring the
best results. In photographing kit-
tens for Instance they must ba
caught In the rlght positlon and
snapped before they can change.

Any photographer can take a ple-
ture of a cat. It takea an artist to
photograph that cat dolng some
particular thing. In human beings
expression Is what we seek. In cais
we have no equilvalent name, so we
will have to let It go &t expres-
slon. To galn expresslon we have
tn Interest the ecat. Thousands of
amateurs who are fond of cats have
sought for this expression In valn.

Miss Johnson. for Instance, haa
& picture of two cats with a picture

manner because It has no way of
communication with mankind.

Another difficult feat is to pho-
tograph a cat sitting in any un-
comiortable position. A cat will
#pend hourg in & crouching position
in front of a woodpile watching for
a mouse, A cat will stand under the
dripping eaves walting to pounce
on a bird and nevér move a muscle.
But when there {5 nothing to be at-
talned, a cat willl not sit In an un-
comfortable position a second.

Miss Johnson, however, has pho-
tographed cats in all kinds of posti-
tions. She even has put them In a
flower vase and snapped them while
they wers looking pleased Such
work huas attracted universal at-
tentlon to Monroe Clty. The work
of the town photographer has done
as much as any other one thing io
cause ousldera to look up Monroos
City on the map,

Looking over the list of great peo-
ple, New York has more names in
“Who's Who" than any other citw,

New York haa more
more famous writers,

millionaires,
maore famous

artists, more famous musiclans,
more famous actors, more noted
statesmen and more noted erooks
than any other city. It is the =izs

of the city that glves her the pre-

eminence, Hecause she Is hiz more
big datly papers are printed thers
than in any other city. More maga=

*ines are printed there than in any
other clty More blg financial deals
are consummated there than In any
other ¢lty

The New Yorkers see nll the blz
shows first. There the plays hava
thelr chance to win fame, and (£
they fail they rarely go across the
country. One of the biggest adver-
tisements in the theatrical world Is
that a certain play has had a big
rin in New York.

New York does not need a come

mercial club to bnost her prowesk
The have found New York
without the boosting, or in spite of
1t

She advertises herself, and hae
ciause of her gresatness thousands ¢f
people are drawn there every year,
thinking that is the place to “make

people

good.” They forget the nhilosophors
of old. They forget that the truly
famous will have n path worn to

thelr- door in the wilderness

Falr Kilsser Was a Man,

By far the most commanding feas
ture of the falr conducted by the
Ladies Ald Society of the Firat Bap-
tist Church of Coape. N. Y., was &
larga square tent at one end of the
hall en which this sign was dise
played: .

MISS EMILY LAWSON WILL

SELL KISSES
PRICE 25C EACH."

The fair endured for two evens
Ings. The kissing did more
business than all the cther depart-
ments combined, for the managers
took In $43 and might have gath-
ereA more but for an unfortunatd
Incldent,

Une young man, after paying a
dollar on the second evening fOF
four osculations. came back [rom
the opening where the pretty face
was displayed and whispered to 8
friend:

“Jo#, there's only
with that girl's kisses.
shave."

Following e¢ame a rald on the
tent, when It was found that “Mies
Emlly Lawson" was Peter . Brod-
erjck, n good looking yYoung man,
who had disguised himsslf as a girl

Pressed for time he had falled to
use his safety razor and the fraud
was discovered through the slutl-.
ble on his lips. But the Ladles
Ald Spelety repudistes himy,; It had
no part in the plok

tent

one trouble
She needs a

T T A e

I
.
{
i
I’




